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Compound Meters
6/8, 9/8, and 12/8

In compound meters, the beat is 
made up of 3 eighth notes.

A

B

C

D

6 subdivisions 
of the beat, or 
6 eighth notes

9 subdivisions

12 subdivisions

1   la    li    2    la   li

1   la    li    2    la   li    3    la   li

1   la    li    2    la   li    3    la   li    4    la   liThe dotted quarter note is 1 beat.

Time signature top number = number of subdivions per measure. 
Time signature bottom number = value of the subdivions.
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E

F

G

H

I

J

K

dotted

1 beat

dotted 
half note whole note quarter rest

dotted 
whole rest

dotted 
half rest

2 beats 4 beats 1 silent beat 2 silent beats 4 silent beats

quarter note
dotted dotted


